pater 


tte, 


“faurant’s 


“headquarters .and a 
‘number of the CIA’s esti. 
-mated work force of 13,000 — 
are eaestliet away among all - 


Cc TAs 


WASH. 
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Complex, Employees Blond Tnio Va, Suburb 


By Bill McAlister . 


Washington Post Stalf Writer 


If vou want to see the | 


Intelligence Agen- 
iys headquarters, go to 
Pizza .Supreme on. Old 
Chain Bridge Road in Me- 
Lean, Sketched on one wall 
Miere is a cartoonist’s view 

.the agency’s massive 
edcuaiess that are hid- 
den two miles away in the 
Virginia woodside. 


Central 


‘There are: some obvious -- 


flaws in the drawing: the 
cartoon building is too tall 


and is topped by the letters . 


“COtA.” But none of the res- 
customers—many 
of. them CIA .employees—. 
has ever complained to 
pizza’ shop. . owner 


_ Atansy- Bets ; 
The drawing ana the cus 


_tomers’ sil 
- the few: reminders in Fair- 


ence are among 


fax County of something the 
CIA would just.as soon have 
everyone forget: both its 


Mike. CIA. deserted 


good - 
‘Douglas 
“county executive, 
‘-“an excellent employment: 


the other backyard-barbe- 
cueing and lawn-tending su- 
burbanites. 

Aside from a half dozen 
highwav signs directing traf. 
fic to the CIA complex and 
a noontime crowd that sud- 
denly appears at a small del- 


icatessen called the McLean... 


Restaurant, there are few 
other outward (or “overt,” 
as the CIA operatives would 
say) signs that the nation’s 
spy center is located in the 
Langley countryside. 

“There is nothing... The 
agency could be in Timbuc- 
too,” said William Ladson, 
principal at McLean High 
School. 

Fourteen years after the 
most of its 
downtown. Washington of- 
fices. for the suburbs, the 
agency has Decome an ac- 
cepted, if not unquestioned, 
fact of life in Fairfax 
MeLean countryside. 

County officials seem only 
too happy to have what 
Harman, 
sees as- 


deputy - 


center” and 
neighbor.” They readily dis-° 
miss any negative impact, 
such as having a large nim- 
‘ber of county residents who 
are disinterested in local af- 
fairs, as many CIA employ- 
ees seem to be. : 

“TF you wanted fo... you 
could spend your whole life 
there—from womb to tom,” 
claimed former’ CIA em- 
ployee Victor Marchetti. 

Indeed, ‘the agency pro- 
vides its employees with @ 
myriad of services right in- 
side its compound. There's a- 
‘knitting and crochet club, 
“(It doesn’t do much for our 


C07 -image,”’ admits one 
- official), a skeet shooting. 
club -called “The Sitting’ 
Ducks,” and- two softball 


- leagues that include teams 
named “The Good Guys,” 
“Ballbusters,” . and “Wild 
Things.” ~ 

We're probably ‘the only 
‘spy. organization. in the 
world that has a chorus that 
sings Christmas carols to its 
workers,” said another CLAL 
officer: What's more’ the 

‘agency also has a prayer, 
and Bible study group. - - i 

Such. programs are part of} 
the, “agency's traditional,| 
avowed. paternalism, _but| - 
some former CIA employees! 
said’ - the -prigrams -also! 
breed an insularity that! 
they now find disturbing. j 

CIA employees are: “never | 
tuned into the local scene,”! 
grumbles former CIA ems 
ployee Robert L. Weik, who; 
this month finished “last. 
among six Republicans seek- 
ing nominations for five’ 


seats in the Virginia House ; 


of Deiegates from the north-; 
ern Fairfax District. i 

Welk, who had said he! 
thought his CIA ties would: 


help hirn in the primary,: _ 


thinks otherwise now. Tis: 
CIA colleagues, who he ox- 
pected mizht support, him, 
“are compleraly orieatedt to 
Uganda, not Reston,” he 
grouses. : ; 
Although the waveittng of! 
highway traffic signs point: 
ing to the CIA complex cre- 
ated a small stir in 1975, the; 
McLean a directory has 
yet to eknowled ge the: 
agency's presence Many of, 


.fax County 


“a very aulet + 


Ned Tserk: 


Few coua Fite ials let 
that worry 7 aes ie Cae don't; 

spend any wma Ww areyving | 
note they work,” Fair: ; 


Sup acvi3sor Rue! 
fing Philligs. who re nresents | 
istrict that includes’ the | 
ney and once worked for i 
he CLA. . 1 . 
“Tt means avsolutels y noth. : 
inz* a agrees County Plans} 
n 


1c, Gursti, 
ine agency in a: 


ewon't discuss. . | 
“Th e@. "Cl Ats presence in { 
Fairgax vis no different | 


from that of Ft Belvoic | 
(Army post} or the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey (neadquart- \ 
ered in Reston,” “Gurskt | 
Says. 
Fust how many neople in‘! 
This coun os an estimarad | 
-a ties to the CLA] 
- Toe .agency | 


Q 
a 
moc 


' ment fizures and county of- 


’ ficials can’t 


“figure g 
~ slans, 


f isn't ki | 
? doesn’t release any na 
t 
i 

i 


recall if they 
‘ever asked: 

A Falls Church lawyer, ar- 
suing for a zoning change in ; 
MicLean, did ask about 10° 
years azo and “want: 
througa no atl kinds of shenan-: 
igans” before calling the ‘ 
Russian embassy. “L male ; 
out as a cad driver and got} 
some fizure.” recalls Lytion 
EL. Gloson, the lawyer. ; 

Gibson was claiming that: 
the area around the CIA 
xvas well developed ancl that 
a highrise apartment com- 
plex would be in Order. Al- 
though he can't: recall the 
iven him by the Rust 
county officials} 
granted his client the zoning 
change. (News reports at the 


_time said the Russian told | 
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ae t.,° which longtime resi. 


dants say is a sure indica- i 
a Pe VE, Poke erie) eee a ae 


him the current figure of! 
3,500 would eventually ex-: 
pand to 11,600.) of 
Today the CIA is, by all: 
estimates, one of the biggest: 
industries im Fairfax . and { 
one county officials concede i 
they know littl about. | 
“Really, we have very little| 
‘to do with them,” says | 
“county executive Robert We 
' Wilson. x 
By law thai’s the way “its!” 
suaposed to he. The CIA! 
is Pr ai to be in-t 
valved ia domestic spying 
out ie Rocketeller Comm 
sion, which  investigat ed} 
charges that ine agency vio-! 
Jated its charter, had to ad 
yio further tng an Fairfax City 
to find a violation. i 
En 1971 Fairfax City police i 
helped CTA agents breaki 
_into a photographic studio: 
2800685 dgby a former part-. _ 
time X emplavee. Com-! 
monw ealth’ s. Attorney Rob- 


c epi gas aed 


foc ef 
OR. at Plaza Seiprotne. 


